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For the latest report, 18 MRFs from 11 states provided the Northeast Recycling Council with their
bale pricing and processing cost data. | Shu Ba/Shutterstock

The blended value of recyclables in the Northeast region increased during the first quarter of 2020,
but MRF processing costs rose even faster, according to a survey.

The Northeast Recycling Council (NERC) recently released an expanded version of its MRF bale price
survey report. Earlier surveys asked MRFs in 10 northeastern states about the value of their
recyclables and their processing costs. For this fourth iteration of the survey and subsequent ones,
the U.S. EPA Region 3 office provided a grant allowing NERC to expand the data-gathering to
additional MRFs.

For the latest report, 18 MRFs from 11 states provided data showing their blended ton value
(including the expense of residual disposal) was $37.93 in the first quarter of 2020, up from $34.92 in
the fourth quarter of 2019. The value of a blended ton of recyclables without factoring in residual
costs was $45.34, up from $42.41 during the prior quarter.

But MRFs’ costs to sort and prepare material for sale rose faster. The average processing cost per ton
was $96, up 10% over the third quarter of 2019. The processing cost has been higher each time
NERC has conducted the survey, but this jump was the largest yet in terms of both dollar amount
and percentage.

The NERC report also noted that while the first-quarter blended ton value was higher than the prior
two quarters, it was still down from the April-June 2019 timeframe, when NERC conducted the first
survey.

Noting the inclusion of additional facilities prevents an apple-to-apples comparison with results
from prior surveys, NERC also compiled a separate first-quarter report with data provided by only
MRFs that participated in past surveys. That document shows a blended value (with the cost of
residuals factored in) at $40.25 per ton, up 15% from the previous quarter, and a blended value
without residuals at $47.99, up 13% from the previous quarter. The processing cost was still $96, up
10%.

Collection strategies and bale values
NERC’s first three surveys covered MRFs across its service area: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Vermont (NERC
covers New Hampshire but the state has no MRFs in it). The data includes single-stream MRFs, as
well as some dual-stream and source-separated facilities.

The EPA grant allowed NERC to add MRFs in West Virginia and Virginia, as well as to reach out to
additional facilities, including dual-stream and source-separated operations. (NERC noted it was
able to add facilities in West Virginia but not Virginia, which it hopes to add in the future.)

By obtaining data from additional dual-stream and source-separated facilities, NERC was able to
compare the value of recyclables from the different collection approaches. The organization found
that a blended ton (without factoring in residual costs) from dual-stream and source-separated
facilities was $52.72, compared with $42.35 for single-stream MRFs. But the data found the costs of
managing residuals was higher for the dual-stream and source-separated MRFs, where the value of
a blended ton factoring in residual costs was $42.39, compared with $43.89 for single-stream MRFs.

In terms of processing costs, the survey found much higher processing costs for single-stream
facilities ($112 per ton) compared with dual-stream and source-separated ones ($60 per ton).

“As anticipated, dual-stream/source-separated enjoy higher average revenues and lower processing
costs, but their cost to dispose of their residuals is significantly higher than for single-stream MRFs,”
the report concludes. “This may be a result of where they are located, the distance to disposal
facilities, and the tipping costs.”
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The latest recycling industry news

Average OCC price drops 30% in one
month
After climbing for four straight months, the
price of OCC has fallen sharply this month.
But the average value of mixed paper
remains in double-digit positive numbers.

Plastics recycling bill introduced to
Congress
Lawmakers in the U.S. House of
Representatives have put forth legislation
focused on reducing plastic waste and
bolstering plastics recycling.

More industry voices speak out on
racial injustice
Recycling organizations, environmental
advocacy groups and municipal programs
are joining the call to oppose racism and
work for systemic change.

Five big brands averaged 8%
recycled content
Post-consumer resin makes up a small
percentage of all plastic used by Coca-
Cola, Starbucks and others, according to a
new report that will be used to track
company progress on increasing recycled
plastic use.

MRF operator and public agency are
at odds in Iowa
Plans to build a new publicly funded MRF in
the Des Moines, Iowa area have drawn
criticism from the region’s current
recycling contractor.

Indonesia appears to have finalized
scrap import rules
Paper and plastic shipments to Indonesia
will be allowed a maximum of 2%
contamination, the country recently
announced. The move follows several
changes to the country’s import policies
last year.

Recycling stakeholders speak out
against racial injustice
As protests continue across the country
over police killings of black citizens, large
U.S. recycling companies have issued
statements condemning racism and
reaffirming their commitments to diversity
and inclusion.

See more Resource Recycling headlines

 

Resource Recycling Plastics Recycling Update E-Scrap News Conferences Subscribe Contact Advertise

 

https://www.resource-recycling.com/recycling
https://resource-recycling.com
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling
https://resource-recycling.com/plastics
https://resource-recycling.com/e-scrap/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/survey-shows-fast-rising-mrf-processing-costs/#
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/subscribe/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/contact/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/advertise/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/survey-shows-fast-rising-mrf-processing-costs/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/author/jared-paben/
https://nerc.org/documents/NERC%20Report%20on%20Blended%20MRF%20Values%20Survey%20-%20May%202020%20EPA%20Region%203%20States.pdf
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/03/03/nerc-survey-shows-rise-in-mrf-processing-costs/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/average-occ-price-drops-30-in-one-month/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/02/industry-council-forms-with-eye-on-meaningful-change/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/05/19/occ-supply-shortfalls-drive-up-prices/
http://rrconference.com/new-normal/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/category/news/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/tag/industry-groups/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/tag/markets/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/tag/mrfs/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/average-occ-price-drops-30-in-one-month/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/plastics-recycling-bill-introduced-to-congress/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/more-industry-voices-speak-out-on-racial-injustice/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/five-big-brands-averaged-8-recycled-content/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/mrf-operator-and-public-agency-are-at-odds-in-iowa/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/resource-recycling-inc-
https://www.facebook.com/ResourceRecycling/
https://twitter.com/rrecycling
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/average-occ-price-drops-30-in-one-month/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/plastics-recycling-bill-introduced-to-congress/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/more-industry-voices-speak-out-on-racial-injustice/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/five-big-brands-averaged-8-recycled-content/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/mrf-operator-and-public-agency-are-at-odds-in-iowa/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/16/indonesia-appears-to-have-finalized-scrap-import-rules/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/06/09/recycling-stakeholders-speak-out-against-racial-injustice/
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/category/news/
http://www.bulkhandlingsystems.com/materials-recovery-facilities-mrfs
http://www.machinexrecycling.com/products/optical-sorters-mach-hyspec-2/
http://www.cpgrp.com/
http://www.nrtsorters.com/
http://www.harrisequip.com/
http://vdrs.com/
https://resource-recycling.com/#facebook
https://resource-recycling.com/#twitter
https://resource-recycling.com/#linkedin
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fresource-recycling.com%2Frecycling%2F2020%2F06%2F16%2Fsurvey-shows-fast-rising-mrf-processing-costs%2F&title=Survey%20shows%20fast-rising%20MRF%20processing%20costs%20-%20Resource%20Recycling%20News


sectors you've selected.

You are encouraged to review our privacy policy.

Submit

Copyright 2020, Resource Recycling, Inc  About | Privacy | Contact
Sustainably hosted on wind powered servers by The Mobius Network.

 

https://resource-recycling.com/privacy
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/about
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/privacy
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/contact
http://www.themobiusnetwork.com

